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drones the poet, and no wonder after bearing
a couple of hundred lines, the host breaks in
with,

" No more of this, for goddes dignitee

Myn eres aken of thy drasty l speche;
Now swiche a rym the devel I biteche !
This may we! be rym dogerel," quod he.

Considerations of space make it impossible
to take in detail Chaucer's treatment of all
his various sources. Like Shakespeare, he
rarely troubles to invent a plot for himself,
and Professor Skeat's table shows but one
of all the Canterbury Tales for which no
original has yet been found. In the brief
consideration of his treatment of romance as
a whole two points stand out conspicuously:
in the first place his skill in simple narration,
and in the secomljhj^^
rjevealing character rather than for its own
sake. In the Canterbury Tales he shows
greater certainty in the delineation of^ char-
acter, greater readiness to trust to his readers*
discrimination. Instead of describing char-
acters at length, he gives us an occasional
comment, or leaves us to see for ourselves the

1 worthless.